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Tuesday, June 1, 2010	

	 12:00 - 3:00 p.m.	 Pre-Conference Registration and Coming Together Conference Registration
	 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.	 Coming Together Welcome and Introductions
	 4:30 - 5:45 p.m.	 Coming Together Workshop A
	 5:00 - 6:30 p.m.	 NYSACAC Steering Committee Reception
	 6:00 - 7:30 p.m.	 Coming Together Dinner 
	 7:30 - 8:30 p.m.	 Coming Together Keynote Speaker
	 8:30 p.m. - Midnight	 Coming Together Evening Reception

Wednesday, June 2, 2010
	 7:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.	 Registration for Annual Conference
	 7:30 - 8:30 a.m.	 Coming Together Breakfast
	 7:30 - 1:00 p.m.	 Golf Outing
	 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.	 Coming Together Workshop B
	 10:00 - 10:15 a.m.	 Coming Together Break
	 10:15 - 11:45 a.m.	 Coming Together Workshop C
	 12:00 - 1:30 p.m.	 Coming Together Lunch and Closing Address
	 12:00 - 4:00 p.m.	 Pre-Conference College Tours
	 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.	 Exhibit Area/Internet Café Open
	 2:00 - 3:15 p.m.	 Niagara University Tour
	 2:00 - 3:30 p.m.	 NYSACAC Executive Board Meeting
	 3:30 - 4:00 p.m.	 First-Timers Orientation
	 4:00 - 5:30 p.m.	 Conference Welcome, NACAC Update, Keynote Address
	 5:45 - 7:00 p.m.	 First-Timers/Summer Institute Reception
	 5:45 - 7:00 p.m.	 General Membership/Vendor Reception
	 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.	 Dinner
	 9:00 p.m. - Midnight	 Entertainment: DJ-Karaoke
	 9:00 p.m. - Midnight	 Coffeehouse
	 9:00 p.m. - Midnight	 Sports Bar

Thursday, June 3, 2010	

	 7:00 - 8:45 a.m.	 Breakfast
	 7:30 a.m - 12:00 p.m.	 Registration for Annual Conference
	 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.	 Exhibit Area/Internet Café Open
	 8:15 - 8:45 a.m.	 General Membership Meeting
	 9:00 - 10:15 a.m.	 Workshop Session I
	 10:15 - 10:30 a.m.	 Refreshment Stations
	 10:30 - 11:45 a.m.	 Workshop Session II
	 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.	 Awards Luncheon
	 1:30 - 2:00 p.m.	 Dessert in Exhibit Area
	 2:00 - 3:15 p.m.	 Workshop Session III
	 3:15 - 4:00 p.m.	 Delegate Workshop
	 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.	 Fundraising Event - Trip to the Falls.
	 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.	 Fundraising Event: Bocce Tournament
	 4:30 - 6:00 p.m.	 Fundraising Event: Guided Gorge Trail Hike
	 6:00 - 7:00 p.m.	 Past Presidents’ Reception
	 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.	 Dinner and Silent Auction 
	 9:00 p.m. - Midnight	 Conference Social-Live Music and DJ
	 9:00 p.m. - Midnight	 Coffeehouse
	 9:00 p.m. - Midnight	 Sports Bar

Friday, June 4, 2010	
	 7:00 - 8:45 a.m.	 Breakfast
	 9:00 - 10:45 a.m.	 Legislative Session
	 11:00 - 12:00 p.m.	 Closing Session, Slide Show and Raffle
	 12:00 p.m.	 Box Lunch Distribution and Departure

Conference Schedule
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Dear Friends and Colleagues,

Another year has gone by and the time has come for our 32nd Annual NYSACAC Conference June 1-4 
on the beautiful campus of Niagara University in Lewiston, NY. This year’s conference theme, “Serving 
Today to Lead Tomorrow,” recognizes what each of us do as professionals as we serve the present and 
future needs of students on a daily basis. Tomorrow’s leaders are today’s students and each of us plays 
a crucial role in guiding them towards their dreams. We are all part of a global community and we need 
to realize how are actions can positively impact the lives of others. 

The annual conference kicks off on Tuesday, June 1, with our thirteenth annual Coming Together 
Conference. This portion of our conference, which is open to all, focuses on issues relevant to 
professionals who work with traditionally underserved students. It is an exciting way to begin your 
conference experience.

At the opening session on Wednesday, our keynote speaker, David Stapleton will tell the moving story 
about how a project to rebuild one home in Buffalo through ABC’s Extreme Makeover Home Edition 
became a huge community movement of over 5,000 volunteers, uniting city and suburban residents into 
a force that resulted in over 50 homes being renovated in a single week. This act of generosity not only 
affected the residents, but those who volunteered as well and continues to this day with even more 
projects scheduled. Scott Hooker, a NACAC Board member and NYSACAC member, will provide an 
update on NACAC activities and agenda items for the NACAC Assembly meeting at the 2010 National 
Conference in St. Louis, Missouri.

This year, over 50 workshops have been developed by a diligent Program Committee to address issues 
pertinent to our profession and highlight the rapidly changing college admission landscape. This year’s 
workshops will address topics such as college access, enrollment management, the economy and 
the educational landscape, admission counselors, Community Based Organizations (CBOs) and school 
counselors working together and many more. Meet your delegates at a special session on Thursday 
afternoon where you will be given an opportunity to discuss any local or national concerns. On Friday 
morning, hear representatives from SUNY, CUNY and CICU (Commission on Independent Colleges and 
Universities) discuss the state of college admissions along with Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte 
and Assemblyman Sam Hayes from the NYS Legislature at our Legislative Session. This year’s program 
is sure to please!

After each day’s professional development, we look forward to getting together to share stories with 
familiar faces and meet new members. Fundraising events include golf, the always-popular bocce, a 
guided hike through the Niagara Gorge and a visit to the breathtaking Niagara Falls. On Wednesday 
night, it’s “NYSACAC on Ice!” Join us for ice-skating and broomball in the Dwyer Ice Arena as well as 
karaoke, a sports bar and coffee house. Thursday night’s social event will be a “Tailgate Party” so bring 
your favorite team gear to wear and get ready to dance. We hope you will come out and enjoy the fun!

We are actively seeking to bring new counselors and admissions professionals to the Conference. It is 
an ideal environment to meet new colleagues, reconnect with friends, share ideas and engage in lively 
conversation. We encourage each of you to reach out to individuals who may not have attended before 
and share the registration information. The success of this conference depends on all of us.

Please join us at Niagara University for an exciting, informative and worthwhile conference that will bring 
us together as a common, supportive community.   

Gary Wasserman
President-Elect

2010 NYSACAC Conference

Serving Today to Lead Tomorrow

Jose Flores
President
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13th Annual Coming Together Conference 

Coming Together is an important professional development event sponsored by the NYSACAC Human 
Relations Committee.  The committee’s role is to be a catalyst, heightening awareness and sensitivity 
to the issues of culture, human rights, gender, age and other differences, and infusing the following 
values:  diversity, equity and access. The Coming Together Conference is integrated with the NYSACAC 
Annual Conference and gives professionals an intimate forum to talk about some serious, yet sensitive 
issues. The Coming Together Conference is open to all professionals working with a diverse student 
body-particularly those from underserved and underrepresented populations.

This year we are pleased to announce our keynote speaker, Ms. Denise Easterling, a commissioner of 
the recently formed Underground Railroad Heritage Commission.  According to historians, abolitionist 
Harriet Tubman guided about 300 slaves to freedom along the Underground Railroad in the mid-1800s 
making the last stretch over the bridges that connect Niagara Falls to Ontario, Canada.

Ms. Easterling, a Niagara University graduate and authority on the Underground Railroad will speak 
to its history and the Commission’s plans to better educate residents and tourists about the local 
connection to the railroad and related elements such as the Niagara Movement…a meeting of 
prominent African-Americans in 1905 that lead to the creation of the NAACP.  Conference participants 
will also have the opportunity to visit the interpretive center at NU’s Castellani Art Museum, “Freedom 
Crossing: The Underground Railroad in Greater Niagara”.

The Coming Together Conference will be held on June 1-2 at Niagara University prior to the       
NYSACAC annual conference. The fee is $125, which includes all Coming Together conference 
activities, housing and meals. You will be able to keep the same room on campus throughout the  
entire conference. You can register for the Coming Together conference at the same time you   
register for the NYSACAC Annual Conference. For questions regarding the coming Together 
Conference, please contact Committee co-Chairs Christopher (cmiltonmilton@brooklyn.cuny.edu) or 
Karen (kstallerstaller@lawrence.k12.ny.us).

Annual Golf Outing

Golfers, don’t forget to pack your clubs! Once again, we will continue the tradition of the annual 
NYSACAC Golf Outing preceding the conference. This year, golfers will test their skills at the Niagara 
Falls Country Club in Lewiston, NY on Wednesday, June 2nd. Tee time is 7:30 a.m. The course offers 
spectacular views of the Niagara Escarpment and even the skyline of Toronto, Canada! It’s also the 
home to one of the top amateur golf tournaments ... the Porter Cup. Many of the best pro golfers in the 
world have played this course on their way to greatness such as: Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson, Davis 
Love III, David Duval, Tom Lehman, Hal Sutton, and Justin Leonard. Please sign up for the Golf Outing 
on the conference registration form. The fee will be $50 which covers greens fees, a cart and lunch.  
Prizes will be awarded in special categories. Details will follow later in the spring.

Pre-Conference College Tours

Admission, secondary school and independent counselors are encouraged to select one of three 
college tours being offered throughout the Niagara region. If you are interested in participating in one of 
the following tours please indicate your preference on the conference registration form. Tours will run 
concurrently, so you will only be able to participate in one. Tours will depart from the Niagara University 
campus on Wednesday, June 2nd at 11:45 a.m. (10 a.m. for the Canisius/Hilbert tour). Transportation 
and lunch will be provided. Coming together participants will have the opportunity to participate in the 
pre-conference college tours.

	 Tour A:  University at Buffalo (SUNY) and Daemen College

	 Tour B:  Buffalo State College (SUNY) and D’Youville College

	 Tour C:  Canisius College and Hilbert College

Tour choices will be assigned as space permits. For additional information, please contact: Ann Marie 
Moscovic, Canisius College, at: 1-800-843-1517 (moscovia@canisius.edu)or Jane Mathias, Nardin 
Academy 716-881-6262 x1180 (Guide1@Nardin.org).

Pre-Conference Activities
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David Stapleton – President of David Homes

A perfect combination of community service and success can be hard to come by. 
In nearby Buffalo, the City of Good Neighbors, one person has recently shown us 
that by working together in the name of good, we can do extreme and wonderful 
things. David Stapleton, owner and president of David Homes of Western New 
York, proved that seemingly impossible feats can be accomplished when we 
combine our efforts. 

David was contacted in October by ABC producers and asked to be the official 
builder for the hit Sunday night television show, Extreme Makeover Home Edition.  
David Homes’ crews along with volunteer skilled tradesmen built a new home 

for the Powell family in just five days. The crews and volunteers did not stop there, however. With     
David’s vision and the help of community and faith based groups along with nearly 6,500 volunteers, 
over 50 additional homes in one of Buffalo’s poorest communities were rehabbed and new parks and 
green spaces were constructed for the community to enjoy. 

Through the show, David has brought green building practices into the national spotlight. By using 
sustainable building materials and performing a Green Deconstruction of the old house while recycling 
and reusing 95 percent of the materials, David established the greenest project in the show’s history. 
The Powell’s new home is the first in NY to be certified as an Emerald home for eco-friendliness by the 
National Association of Home Builders (NAHB).  

Through his leadership and achievements, David Stapleton has proven that dedication to serving others 
and saving the planet can be infinitely rewarding. He will share his amazing and inspiring story so that 
we all may learn a valuable lesson and realize that the spirit of service and care is here to stay. David is 
proving that serving today truly prepares you to lead tomorrow.

Legislative Session 

Francine DelMonte and Jim Hayes 

Please join us for a special 2010 Legislative Session! The State of College  
Admissions in New York State will feature  remarks from New York State 
Assemblywoman Francine DelMonte (http://assembly.state.ny.us/mem/?ad=138)  
and New York State Assemblymember Jim Hayes (http://assembly.state.ny.us/
mem/?ad=148) followed by a panel session from the leaders at CUNY (City 
University of New York), SUNY (State University of New York) and CICU (The 
Commission on Independent Colleges and Universities). The session will cover 
important issues related to the New York State budget and its effect on higher 
education, financial aid and opportunity programs. We are pleased to feature 
Richard Alvarez, University Director of Admission (CUNY), Dan Tramuta, Vice 
President for Enrollment at SUNY Fredonia, and Susan Nesbitt Perez, Vice 
President of Outreach and Financial Aid (CICU) on the panel. You can learn more 
about the Legislative Session or pose a question for our panelists at the Annual 
Conference website: http://www.nu2010.com/legislative/

We welcome you to stay and be a part of this important conversation. The 
program will run from 9:00 - 10:45 am on Friday, June 4, 2010. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

Keynote Speaker and Legislative Session
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The conference workshops topics are based on one or more of the following content areas:

	 •  Career and Staff Development (6)

	 •  College Admissions Requirements, Policies and Procedures (5)

	 •  Community-Based Organizations (2)

	 •  National/State Issues and External Influences in Admission (7)

	 •  Other (8)

	 •  Postsecondary Admissions Issues (1)

	 •  Secondary Counseling Issues (3)

	 •  Student Issues (4)

Bringing the Decision to You

A workshop on instant decisions and admitted student events. We will also discuss the benefits of 
going to a high school for an instant decision day and the benefits of hosting an instant decision day 
for transfers on the university/college campus.	
Categories: 1, 5	
 
Applied Technology Degree Programs at a Glance

A workshop designed to assist school counselors when working students who may be considering a 
vocational field of study. These majors are not only practical, but in very high demand. We will discuss 
what type of student would be interested in and benefit from a skills focused degree program and 
cover the different types of degrees available in New York.	
Categories: 3, 4, 5	
 
The Anatomy of College Choice: A National Perspective From                                                            
College-Bound Students Online

	Observations from two years of student college search data. Find out how the top college fit        
factors such as distance from home, school size and majors evolve from the start of a college search 
process through actual college decision. Hear about trends in the top 20 majors and the emerging 
popular majors.	
Categories: 1	
 
Partnerships That Work: Colleges and Universities in Collaboration With                               
Community Based Organizations

	Learn how colleges and universities collaborate with community based organizations to make 
the college admission process less daunting for underserved, underrepresented and first         
generation students.	
Categories: 1, 2, 4, 5	
 
!Bienvenidos! Working with Emerging Latino Populations in the Changing Suburbs
The workshop discusses ongoing outreach programs, designed for Latino students and families, 
including evening meetings to welcome Spanish-speaking families to the community, intake and 
orientation for new students and college readiness through numerous activities.	
Categories: 2, 3, 5
 

	

Conference Workshops
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Do You Have Pep? An Approach to Success Through Leadership by Service

An open discussion and exchange of ideas to help each other help our students. We will discuss 
avenues of service to position our students to realize their potential and engage students in school to 
achieve that potential, how to afford the opportunity for students to explore, discover and transform as 
they proceed on their college experience as leaders.	
Categories: 1, 2, 3, 4	
	
Breaking New Ground: Overcoming Challenges in Expanding Recruitment Territories –           
Nationally and Internationally

This workshop discusses how admission counselors recruiting in new territories can develop strategies 
to overcome obstacles and challenges and offer advices from a high school counselor’s perspective. 	
Categories:	 7, 8 (college recruitment & building high school relations) 	

The Guiding Light of Research Strategies

This interactive session will explore a variety of tried and true research methods that will enhance 
your recruitment productivity. We will highlight several fundamental research tools’ strengths and 
weaknesses as well as ways to implement research strategies.	
Categories: 1, 6	

Students Strive for Sustainable Majors

This workshop focuses on challenges students face when selecting a major that leads to a recession 
proof career. Discussions center in the concept of career supply and demand. Gain a better 
understanding of a student’s renewed focus on planning sustainable careers that may help them 
overcome the fears of entering the job market.	
Categories: 1, 7	
	
Alumni Volunteer Programs: Setting Off a Chain Reaction

Come listen and discuss the development, implementation and management of an Alumni Admission 
Volunteer Program. Learn about the challenges and rewards that can initiate the chain reaction in the 
“world of volunteering.”	
Categories: 1, 2, 6	
	
What’s New for Counselors in the 2010-11 Common Application

This session will detail changes in next year’s Common App system to help counselors navigate the 
Online School Forms feature and train their teachers to do the same. Admission officers wishing to 
understand how the process unfolds on the high school side will also benefit from the conversation, 
which will provide ample time for questions and answers. (NOTE: This session is NOT relevant for 
Naviance users.)	
Categories: 2, 3, 4, 5	
	
What’s New for Students in the 2010-11 Common Application

	This session will detail changes in next year’s Common App system to help counselors assist students 
in navigating Common App Online. Admission officers wishing to understand how the process unfolds 
for their applicants will also benefit from the conversation, which will provide ample time for questions 
and answers.	
Categories: 2, 3, 4, 5	
	

2010 NYSACAC Conference
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Implementing a Regional Model of National Recruitment 
University of Rochester recently shifted its model of recruitment to include regional representatives, 
who provide greater access to prospective students ,create and strengthen relationships with 
counselors and coordinate alumni support. Discussion focuses on best practices and trials of 
implementing such a model.	
Categories: 1, 5	
	
Launch: A Whole School Approach to College Access

An introduction to College Summit’s Launch initiative, a grade 9-12 tool designed to give students 
and educators in high needs, low income school districts the necessary tools to create a college 
going culture. Schools that employ Launch wish to pursue a new purpose and success metric for the 
American HS.	
Categories:	 3, 4, 8 (College access for underrepresented populations) 	
	
In Their Own Words: High School Students Define the Boundaries                                                             
of Facebook and Other Social Media

Based on analysis of over 1 million students, this workshop will unveil findings from a unique 
year-long research project designed to understand how students really want to use social media 
in the college search. What are useful guidelines for developing content and communicating with    
students? What is the social media etiquette expected by students? This presents the answers “in 
their own words.”	
Categories: 1, 7	
	
Understand First, Recruit Second: Insight into the Chinese Student Mindset and How Their 
Family Approaches US Higher Education.

The session will address the following topics: 1) Understanding the major differences between 
applicants from Mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong 2) The role of the parent in selecting an 
institution 3) How the Chinese decision making calendar is different than the US calendar 4) How 
Chinese families think about financial aid 5) What Chinese families care about most when choosing an 
American college.	
Categories: 1, 7	
	
New Communication Technologies: What’s New, What’s Old and the Future of Recruitment

This is more than blogs and chats. It’s about the future of College Admissions. Come learn how 
Facebook, MySpace, Twitter and many other sites are changing recruitment. Learn what other 
colleges are doing to adapt and what we should be doing next.	
Categories: 1, 7	
	
Let’s Talk About Open House

Come prepared to an Admissions Open House round table discussion. This is designed to generate 
thoughts and ideas on how we can enhance the programs and cut costs. Open House coordinators 
and directors are encouraged to attend.	
Categories: 1, 4, 7	
	
Gaining Insight into SUNY Pre-Professional and Accelerated Programs 

As SUNY has four different system-wide sectors, we would have one representative from each of 
the following: University Centers, University Colleges, Technology Colleges, and Community Colleges 
to discuss the variety of these specific programs within their respective sector institutions. The 
panel will be to answer two questions: (1) What do prospective students and counselors need to 
know about these programs before submission of applications? (2) Does a prospective student have 
what it takes to succeed in one of these programs? The panel would concentrate on the following: 
competitiveness/selectivity, retention/graduate rate, scholarship opportunities, research/internships 
opportunities as well as graduate school statistics.	
Categories: 1, 3, 5	

Conference Workshops
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High Ability Students and the College Admissions Process: Achieving Success with Less Stress

The presenters will discuss the unique emotional qualities of high ability students which can impact both 
the college admissions process and adjustment to campus life. Strategies will be offered for assisting 
gifted and talented students and their families throughout these often-stressful transitions.	
Categories: 1, 5	
	
Asperger’s 101-What Admissions, Guidance/College Counselors and Educational                   
Consultants Need to Know About the College Application & Transition Process to College                 
for the Asperger’s Student

What questions need to be explored to assess the Asperger’s student’s readiness for college? What 
supports will many Asperger’s students need when transitioning to college to be successful? How 
will you know if the student will be a good match for your college or the list of colleges you have 
recommended?	
Categories: 1, 3, 4	
	
So You Want to be a Director?

College and university admissions directors face a challenging, multifaceted, and fully accountable work 
environment. Hear from professionals who have made the move from entry level to junior to senior to 
director level and oversee all aspects of admissions operations, supervising professional and support 
staff, recruitment travel, and other competing job demands. 	
Categories: 6	
	
Dolphins Thrive in Central New York: The Success Story of the Le Moyne College Brand

	In 2006, Dennis DePerro, Vice President for Enrollment Management at Le Moyne College, was 
charged with leading a campus-wide integrated marketing task force, to generate institutional support 
for a comprehensive branding and communications strategy for the college. Join Dennis, and Ed 
Sirianno, president of Creative Communication Associates, as they share the compelling story of how 
Dennis championed this cause on campus and drove efforts to take the “new” Le Moyne brand to 
multiple markets. Le Moyne launched a new website and suite of print publications, and leveraged 
highly targeted in-state TV and online advertising to drive high school students to the college’s website 
- and classrooms. The results have paid great dividends: 1. Le Moyne’s academic profile has improved;             
2. Applications from, and retention of, qualified students have increased; 3. Discount rates have 
decreased; and 3. Giving and development are up.	
Categories: 1, 5, 7	
	
From Here to Eternity-Navigating a College Website Redesign

How do you begin to redesign your Web site - knowing there is no finish line? SUNY Geneseo partnered 
with Zone 5 to develop a compelling site to engage users and strengthen its brand. Learn insights from 
a college/agency partnership that underscores the need for internal consensus-building process vital to 
project success.	
Categories: 7	
	
Practical Advice for Counseling the “Yellow Chip” Student Athlete

This workshop will provide secondary school counselors with practical advice and strategies to assist 
the “yellow chip” high school student-athlete. An overview of the college admissions process will be 
provided as well as effective game plan for college-bound athletes to market themselves to college 
coaches. An academic game plan for college-bound athletes will be provided as well as an overview of 
the NCAA Eligibility Center.	
Categories: 3, 4, 5	

2010 NYSACAC Conference
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Pros and Cons of a Counselor Call

Do you ever wonder why some colleges and universities allow counselor calls and some don’t? In 
this workshop, meet admissions counselors from a large, research university and a small liberal arts 
college counselor to gain perspective on this topic. We will address the pros, the cons and how 
to conduct the most effective counselor call. We anticipate this being a lively discussion and will 
welcome all sorts of questions, comments and concerns.	
Categories: 1, 3, 5	
	
Rising Through the Ranks: Tips from Admission Middle Management Institute Faculty

Faculty from NACAC’s Admissions Middle Management Institute will discuss personal and personnel 
management strategies for admissions professionals seeking career advancement. Middle managers 
serve as the bridge between the daily operations and the demands placed on the dean or director. 
How do you manage people, as well as managing yourself, while assuming greater responsibility? 
How does my personality type influence how I work with others?	
Categories: 6	

It’s Still About the Fundamentals

With so much attention given to how technology influences the way we work, we may lose sight 
of fundamental business practices that remain keys to success. This session will examine those 
practices with particular emphasis on building and supporting staff, relationships with key influencers, 
customer service, facilities, and relationships with trustees and other senior administrators.	
Categories: 6	
	
For Whom the Pell Tolls

	This session will focus on the programs that are available to provide education to incarcerated 
individuals. Despite the loss of Pell grant eligibility for incarcerated individuals in 1994, colleges             
and community-based organizations have continued to support educational programs in prisons.      
Their work has had a direct impact and research shows that education in prisons reduces the 
recidivism rate.	
Categories: 7	
	
What Does “Serving Today to Lead Tomorrow” Really Mean?

This year’s conference theme is thought provoking. It is ambiguous as service occurs in many forms.  
How does working on NYSACAC committees and events influence future leadership? Panelists will 
share their interpretation of service. Let’s hear how you perceived the theme as well.	
Categories: 6	
	
An In-Depth Look at the Benefits of Going to College: Resources for Working with Young People

	Counselors know that individuals with more education generally earn more. The challenge is helping 
students act on this fact. This workshop will explore current research on the impact of college-going 
and will model ways in which educators can translate this information into engaging activities for use 
with students. Participants will receive a lesson plan, articles on the benefits of college-going to share 
with students, and links to videos about students and their college aspirations.	
Categories: 2, 3	
	
Senior Year: How Do We Help Students Make the Transition to College?

This will open conversation about how high schools can help their seniors to address the issues that 
arise when they must say goodbye to their families, friends and teachers, and those who await them 
in college about partying, dating etc. Presenters will share programs that their schools have in place 
and then open the floor for conversation.	
Categories: 3, 4	
	

Conference Workshops



11Serving Today to Lead Tomorrow

Career Opportunities in Hospitality and Tourism

	Learn about one of the largest and most dynamic industries from different educational and industry 
perspectives. Hospitality and tourism offers an exciting field with new opportunities opening every 
day. Students with energy, creativity and a true entrepreneurial spirit will be able to reach positions of 
responsibility very early in their career.	
Categories: 3, 4, 6	
	
Creating Informed Consumers in the College Admissions Process

This workshop will explore the value of providing younger students (grades 8 - 10) with school-organized 
and sponsored college visit opportunities. Successful college trips of different structures run by two 
NYS public high schools will be outlined. The trips aim to serve typically underserved populations of 
students. This will also serve as professional development for both school counselors and admissions 
professionals.	
Categories: 2, 3, 4	
	
It Takes a Village to Write an Essay

Schools can help ease the stress of college applications with an innovative elective to help students 
write essays, find scholarships, balance checkbooks and even cook dinner. A teacher, a former  
guidance director and author will discuss the secrets of Oyster Bay High School’s popular, nationally-
recognized course.	
Categories: 1, 3, 4, 5	
	
Making Sense of Financial Aid Packages

	This workshop will focus on giving college access professionals practice in deciphering and comparing 
a range of financial aid packages. It will begin with a brief review of federal, state and private sources          
of financial aid and the applications students need to complete for each and move into the examination 
and analysis of different awards.	
Categories: 2, 3, 4, 6	
	
Start a Parent University in Your School or Community

	This workshop will gear schools and community groups towards starting up a Parent University to 
help students and parents get on the right road to college. Eduscape Associates provides a parent and 
student with a four part semester that provides information and ideas about the college planning and 
admissions process.	
Categories: 2, 3, 6	
	
Letters: Recommended or Not?

Given the tremendous number of hours and creative thinking that high school counselors put into 
writing letters of recommendation each year, the panel will explore who reads them, assess their 
impact, hear what makes them memorable (positive and negative) and will call upon audience 
participation.	
Categories: 1, 2, 5	

Mobilizing College Students to Empower and Inspire High School Student College Access

	Let’s Get Ready provides SAT preparation and college application assistance to over 2,000 underserved 
students each year. Let’s Get Ready has been able to break down the SAT barrier for our students 
specifically by using volunteer corps of college students who empower and motivate the high school 
students.	
Categories: 1	
	

2010 NYSACAC Conference
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Freshmen Transition: Bridging the Gap

	The freshmen transition is difficult in many levels, including academic, social and emotional. At Greece 
Arcadia High School, through trial and error, we have developed programs and strategies to assist with 
the transition. Participants will learn about a freshmen mentor program, participation in community- 
based service clubs and counselor strategies to identify and support academically at-risk freshmen.  
This helps ensure more successful graduation rates and college admission.	
Categories: 3, 4	
	
A Tale of Three Cities: A Case Study on Reaching the Right Students in the Right Markets

	Knowing the characteristics of the students in various markets and which students are likely to be 
the best fit allows institutions to be more strategic with their outreach in multiple markets. Population 
numbers alone are not enough. Using a case study, this session will explain how data can provide the 
information to understand markets and target students while meeting institutional and student needs	
Categories: 1	
	
Counseling Immigrant Students for College

This workshop will provide information about how different immigration statuses, including 
undocumented students, affect admission to a college and eligibility for financial aid. We will use 
hands-on activities to make complicated information more accessible.	
Categories: 3, 4, 7	
	
Support Foster Care Youth to Gain Access to College

	Only fractions of youth in foster care ever make it to college. Presenters will discuss the specific 
issues that youth in foster care face in the college access process and how to help these young 
people pursue higher education.	
Categories: 2, 3, 4	
	
Real World Season 1: Student Workers

	You think you know but you have no idea. The successful way of managing student workers.	
Categories: 5, 6

	
Target New Markets and Shape Your Class: How the Enrollment Planning Service Can Help You 
Find the Students You Want on Your Campus

	This session will highlight Enrollment Planning Service, a comprehensive tool for planning travel, 
locating students, understanding your competition and meeting recruitment targets. If you are already 
using EPS, come see what’s new. If not, come see what your missing. See how this tool can help you 
maximize your search and segment your communication.	
Categories: 1, 5	
	

Conference Workshops



13Serving Today to Lead Tomorrow

Fundraising Events

As customary, our conference schedule leaves plenty of time for socializing and opportunities to catch 
up with colleagues from around the state. Fundraising events include a golf outing, our ever-popular 
bocce tournament, and a trip to one of the natural wonders of the world … Niagara Falls. We are also 
offering a new twist for those who like to participate in walk/run event … a scenic, guided hike along the 
Niagara River Gorge trail which is just across the road from the University.

As always, raffle tickets will be sold to support the Summer Institute. Show your school spirit by 
donating sweatshirts, t-shirts, pennants and other branded items to be raffled off throughout the 
conference.

And don’t forget that at Thursday night’s dinner there will be a Silent Auction to raise money for the 
Fund for the 21st Century. The committee is hoping to offer a wide variety of items. If you would like 
to donate either an item or make a monetary donation, please e-mail Jessica Pitcher at jdpitcher@
cazenovia.edu.  

Entertainment and the Conference Social 

NYSACAC is the perfect opportunity to catch up with old friends and mingle with new colleagues. Take 
advantage of this opportunity at one of the social events held each evening. On Wednesday night it’s 
“NYSACAC on Ice” in Niagara’s Dwyer Ice Arena. Free skate (bring your blades!) and broomball will 
be featured on the ice along with the Purple Eagle sports bar, karaoke/DJ and coffee house. And on 
Thursday night join us for a tailgate theme dinner (dress in your favorite fan gear) featuring Western, 
NY food favorites in a classic pre-game atmosphere. Afterwards dance to the sounds of the Boys of 
Summer band in the Gallagher Student Center. 

Conference Slide Show

The tradition continues! If you own a digital camera or other device that can download photographs 
bring it with you and snap as many pictures as you can. Each day there will be a place to download the 
photos you have taken. They will be collected and used to assemble this year’s slide show, which will 
be presented at the closing session. Please remember to bring any cables or peripherals that might be 
necessary to download your pictures.

Conference Events
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What Should I Wear?

Feel free to dress comfortably and remember to bring your favorite fan gear to wear at Thursday’s 
tailgate dinner. Workshop presenters usually wear business casual. Weather in the Niagara Falls area in 
early June is gorgeous. The average high temperature is 74 degrees and the average low is 52 degrees 
so pack accordingly. We suggest a light jacket for cooler nights. 

Where Should I Stay?

On campus residence halls are available for all conference attendees and are located just a short 
walk from the conference sessions and social events. Staying in the residence halls offers you the 
unique opportunity to experience residence life at Niagara. We offer both single and double occupancy 
rooms. All rooms are equipped with the basics, including sheets, a blanket, a pillow and a towel.    You 
may want to pack additional towels, an extra blanket, a fan or anything else you might want to bring 
to be more comfortable. If you would like to room with a specific person who will be attending the 
conference, please indicate the individual’s name and institution on the registration form.  

The residence halls and apartments at Niagara are also available if you wish to extend your stay to visit 
Western, NY and the Southern Ontario region. Please indicate your interest in extended housing on the 
registration form and a member of the Niagara University conference housing staff will contact you. 
Indicating your interest in extended housing does not constitute a room reservation.

If you wish to stay off campus there are a number of hotels, motels and bed and breakfasts nearby.  For 
a listing of local accommodations visit: http://www.niagara.edu/local-accommodations.

Where Can People Find Me?

If an emergency occurs at home or in the office, and people cannot reach you on your cell phone, your 
party can attempt to reach you by calling Campus Safety at 716-286-8111. Computer and Internet 
access will be readily available throughout the conference.

Where Can I Workout?

The fitness area is located in the Kiernan Center and will be available for conference attendees. This 
facility includes cardio equipment such as elliptical machines, steppers, and treadmills as well as free 
weights and weight machines. Outdoor tennis and basketball courts are also available.

Job Postings

Whether you’re seeking a new job or looking to hire someone new, the NYSACAC Job Board can help.  
If you would like to post a position, please bring a detailed job description to post on the Job Board 
which will be located near the registration area.

Registering for the Conference

You can register at www.nysacac.org if you plan to pay by credit card. Follow the prompts to the 
NYSACAC 32nd Annual Conference online registration. You may also register by mail using the   
attached registration form. A discount is available for schools, colleges and universities sending   
multiple representatives.

Other Details
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Transportation

In order to assist you with your travel plans, Jet Blue is providing our membership with a 5%  
discount on flights arriving at and departing from Buffalo/Niagara international Airport. To book your 
flight, please visit www.jetblue.com/promo and enter our promotional code, NYSACAC. Please note 
that this promotional code is good for travel to and from Buffalo/Niagara International Airport from 
May 31st to June 6th. This means that you can extend your stay in the Niagara region. The airport is 
located approximately 30 minutes from the NU campus.

For those wishing to travel by train Amtrak is offering members a 10% discount off their lowest 
available fare. To book your reservation, enter promotional code, X36B-982. Travel dates are anytime 
from May 29 through June 7th. Call Amtrak at 1-800-872-7245 or contact your local travel agent 
to make your reservation. Reservations cannot be made via the internet. The Niagara Falls Amtrak 
station is located less than two miles from the NU campus.                                                        

Shuttle service to the Niagara University campus will be available to and from Buffalo/Niagara 
International Airport and the Niagara Falls Amtrak station. Please indicate your shuttle preferences on 
the registration form.  
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By Plane: Attendees flying to the conference are encouraged to purchase their airline tickets through 
Jet Blue using our promotional code, NYSACAC. Shuttle service from Buffalo/Niagara International 
Airport to the Niagara University campus will be available on Tuesday, June 1 through Thursday,      
June 3. Shuttle service from the Niagara University campus to Buffalo/Niagara International Airport 
will be available on Friday, June 4 only. Shuttle pick-up and drop-off will take place just outside the 
terminal.  Conference attendees using other airlines that may arrive at alternate times are asked to 
make their own travel arrangements to campus.

Shuttles from Buffalo/Niagara International Airport to the Niagara University campus:

	 Tuesday, June 1  	 	 12 Noon

       	 Wednesday, June 2         	 12 Noon

	 	 	 	 2:30 p.m.

	 	 	 	 7 p.m.

	 Thursday, June 3           	 8:30 a.m.

An airport shuttle from the NU campus to Buffalo/Niagara International Airport. The shuttle departs 
from the front of the Gallagher Center at 12:30 p.m. sharp on Friday, June 4.

By Train: Attendees taking the train to the conference are encouraged to purchase their train tickets 
by calling Amtrak at 1-800-872-7245 and using our promotional code, X36B-982. Shuttle service to the 
Niagara University campus from the Niagara Falls Amtrak station will be available Tuesday, June 1 and 
Wednesday June 2. Shuttle service from the Niagara University campus to the Niagara Falls Amtrak 
station will be available on Friday, June 4 only. Shuttle pick-up and drop-off will take place in the front 
of the station off the platform area. Conference attendees arriving at alternate times are asked to 
make their own travel arrangements to campus.

Shuttles from the Niagara Falls Amtrak station to the Niagara University campus:

	 Tuesday, June 1  	 4:30 p.m.

	 	 7:30 p.m.

	 Wednesday, June 2	 4:30 p.m.

                                                         	 7:30 p.m.

A shuttle from the NU campus to the Niagara Falls Amtrak station departs from the front of the 
Gallagher Center at 12 noon sharp on Friday, June 4.

Special Transportation Options
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Conference Registration

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________

 Male   Female  Name for badge__________________________________________________________

Institution/organization_ _____________________________________________________________________

Title_______________________________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________

City __________________________________________________ State __________ Zip___________________

Work Phone __________________________________________ Fax__________________________________                                                

Number of years in profession_________________________________________________________

Check All That Apply to Receive Appropriate Conference Ribbons

  NYSACAC Member 	   Conference Steering 	   Donor - Joan Zinner Scholarship
  NACAC Member 	   Committee Member 	   Event Sponsor
  NYSACAC Executive Board 	   Panel Moderator 	   Exhibitor
  NACAC Delegate 	   Panelist/Presenter 	   Conference First-Timer
  NYSACAC Committee Chair	   Donor/Fund for the 21st Century 	   Camp College Mentor
  NYSACAC Committee Member 	   Summer Institute Graduate 	   Coming Together Conference
  NYSACAC Past President	   Summer Institute Faculty 	     Attendee

Conference Fees and Accomodations

 Coming Together Conference ..........................................................................$125 	 $______
 Full annual conference /resident housing..........................................................$250 	 $______
    Does NOT include Coming Together Conference
 Full annual conference/resident housing
    If 4 or more attending from same institution (cost per person) .....................$215 	 $______
 Full annual conference commuter ....................................................................$180 	 $______
 Full annual conference commuter 
    If 4 or more attending from same institution (cost per person) .....................$170 	 $______
 One day commuter (Thursday, June 3) ............................................................$125 	 $______
 Room accomodations for Monday, May 31 .....................................................$  50 	 $______
 Room accomodations for Tuesday, June 1 ......................................................$  50 	 $______
 Professional development grant recipient ................................................................	   No Fee
    (Must register before Monday, May 3)
  	 	Total $_______
Form of Payment

(Full payment must accompany registration form in order to be confirmed)
 By check (made payable to NYSACAC)
 By credit card   Visa   Mastercard   American Express   Discover

Credit Card Number ___________________________________ Exp. Date_________________________

Name on credit card_____________________________________________________________________

Signature_____________________________________________ ______________________________

Registration inquiries: Please call 518-472-1977 or email nysacac@nysacac.org

Registration postmark deadline is         
Monday, May 3, 2008

 I would like to donate $_______ to NYSACAC. (This donation is tax deductible).

Separate donation checks are payable to: NYSACAC Fund for the 21st Century or 
the Joan Zinner Scholarship Fund. Please mail donation checks to: New York State 
Association for College Admission Counseling, 126 South Swan Street, Albany, NY 12210

 I am a Niagara University graduate. Please check all that apply:  	 Baccalaureate – Class of _____	

	  Master – Class of _____

T-shirt size:      Small      Medium      Large      Extra-Large 	

Serving Today to Lead Tomorrow
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College Tours
 I’d like to participate in a pre-conference college tour on Wednesday, June 2

(Select one, space is limited):

 Tour A: 	University at Buffalo (SUNY), Daemen College

 Tour B: 	Buffalo State College (SUNY), D’Youville College

 Tour C: Canisius College, Hilbert College

Golf Outing
 I plan to participate in the pre-conference golf outing on Wednesday morning, 

June 2 ($50 fee, payable on-site, space is limited). My handicap is: ___________

Fundraising Events ($15 On-Site Donation)
 I plan to participate in the Guided Gorge Trail Hike, Thursday, June 3

 I plan to participate in the Bocce Tournament on Thursday, June 3

    Bocce Partner_____________________________________________________

   I do not have a bocce partner but would like to participate

 I plan to participate in the Trip to the Falls on Thursday, June 3

Special Transportation Options
Arriving by Plane:  
 I would like to take the following shuttle from Buffalo/Niagara                                                                               
International Airport to the Niagara University campus:

Tuesday, June 1     	 12 Noon

Wednesday, June 2  	 12 Noon  	 2:30 p.m.    7:00 pm

Thursday, June 3         	8:30 a.m.

Departing by Plane
 I would like to take the airport shuttle from the NU campus to Buffalo/Niagara International Airport.                
The shuttle departs from the front of the Gallagher Center at 12:30 p.m. sharp on Friday, June 4.

Arriving by Train
 I would like to take the following shuttle from the Niagara Falls Amtrak station to the                                      
Niagara University campus:

Tuesday, June 1     	 4:30 p.m.	 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 2 	 4:30 p.m.	 7:30 p.m.

Departing by Train
 I would like to take the shuttle from the NU campus to the Niagara Falls Amtrak station.                               
The shuttle departs from the front of the Gallagher Center at Noon sharp on Friday, June 4.

Housing and Other Special Requests
 Single   Double (roommate)  ___________________________________________________
	 	 	 	     (please include name and institution of roommate)

 I require vegetarian meals	  I require Kosher meals
 I require wheelchair accessibility	  I would like a boxed lunch on Friday, June 4

 I will need Sign Language Interpretive Services	  I wish to request quiet housing

 I am interested in Niagara University housing on: 	 Friday, June 4       Saturday, June 5

Please note that checking the special housing for June 4 and /or June 5 does not constitute a room 
reservation. A member of Niagara University’s summer housing office will contact you directly to confirm.  
Payment must be made directly to Niagara University in the amount of $29 per night in the residence halls  
and $129 per night in a four bedroom apartment. 

Coming Together Conference
Description included in registration book. See Conference Fees and 

Accomodations to register for the Coming Together Conference 

Pre-Conference Activities

REMINDER: 
Registration 
postmark deadline 
is May 3, 2010. 
Registrations 
postmarked after 
this date will be 
processed on a 
space-available basis. 
Vouchers and purchase 
orders will NOT be 
accepted for on-site 
registration. Only 
written cancellation 
notifications 
postmarked by May 
3, 2010 will be fully 
refunded. If sending 
a purchase order with 
registration, check 
must be received by 
May 17, 2010.

Mail registration 
form and check to:
New York State 
Association for 
College Admission 
Counseling,                                                                                             
126 South Swan St., 
Albany, NY 12210
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Directions

By Automobile

From East and West: Take the 
New York State Thruway (I-90) 
to Exit 50 (I-290).  This is the 
Youngmann Highway leading to 
Niagara Falls. Follow the I-290 
until you see signs for the Grand 
Island bridges and I-190 North. Go 
over both bridges and follow the 
I-190 North to Exit 25A – Route 
265  (Niagara University – Artpark- 
Power Vista). At the end of the 
exit ramp, turn left onto Route 
265 (Military Road). Continue on 
Military Road until the end. Turn 
left on 104 West. Continue to 
the second traffic light. (Niagara 
University will be on your left). 
Turn left onto University Drive. 
Continue to first stop sign and turn 
left onto Senior Drive. Park in the 
large parking lot.

South Bound: After entering New 
York State please follow one of the 
directions above.

From Canada

Via Toronto take the QEW to Niagara Falls, Ontario. Enter the USA via the Rainbow Bridge onto Niagara 
Street. Go to the second traffic light and make a left onto First Street. Continue forward. Once you reach 
the first traffic light, continue straight and follow signs for Robert Moses State Parkway, Whirlpool State 
Park, Power Vista, and Fort Niagara.  

Continue on the Parkway for 3 ½ miles. Exit at the sign for “Route 104, Niagara University, Devil’s 
Hole, Power Vista.” Turn left at the stop sign. At the first traffic light, you will see the entrance to the 
university. Continue forward onto University Drive. At the first stop sign, turn left onto Senior Drive. Park 
in the large parking lot.

By Air

Buffalo/Niagara International Airport, served by several major airlines, is approximately 30 minutes from 
campus. If you are not taking advantage of the shuttle service described under Special Transportation 
Options, there are both shuttle and taxi services available from the airport.

By Train

The Niagara Falls Train Station is approximately 2 miles from campus. Please check with a local travel 
agency for additional information and remember to check the Special Transportation Options for 
discounts and shuttle service to campus.

By Bus

Niagara University is serviced by the Niagara Falls city bus line as well as the Buffalo bus terminal.  
Please contact a travel agency for additional information.
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